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i5b° MEGILLAH NIKREIS
it be half the kingdom ... it shall be fulfilled.”®1 wn,,
mastien — Achashverosh offered Esther half the kingdom,
nisun 93 XY) — but not the entire kingdom, . yying 137 X%
nisbnY - neither the thing which divides™ [i.e. is located in the
middle of] the ldngdom. 12w — Ahd what was that a
reference to? Wzl 13 ju2 — The building of the Temple. 5

The following verse states:
ompwRToR ... TR 79T K3, - Esther answered
Achashverosh: Lef the king and Haman come today to the
banquet which I have prepared for Aim.® 137 un — The
Rabbis tanght in a Baraisa: |77 N napyy 1ROK TDXD T2 —
WHAT WAS ESTHER'S REASON FOR INVITING HAMAN to the ban-
quet?6s
The Baraisa records several reasons:

1b rigy DIME EIK ANYeR 12 ~ R ELIEZER SAYS: SHE SETATRAP
FORHIM, ~npy tiind oynbu-um, ;K — ASTT IS SAID: MAY
THEIR TABLE BECOME 4 TRAP FOR THEM.B®  jran ik yeHin 1
m7eY 3K — R YEHOSHUA SAYS: SHE LEARNED to do 50 FROM HER
FATHER'S HOUSE,F  :maRiy — ASITIS BATD:  Ril by bx,
=31 oY 42387 — IF YOUR ENEMY 1S HUNGRY, GIVE HIM BREAD TO
FATETCF®  mimm nyy e k5@ vi3 9nik 13 137 — R MER
SAYS: She invited Haman §0 THAT HE WOULD NOT TAKE COUNSEL
AND REBEL against the king™  anpix nqvn ™ — R YEEUDAH
SAYS: N RY T v KW v3p — She invited Haman so
THAT THEY WOULD NOT REALIZE TBAT SHE IS A JEW.MT  fimns 1
“piR — R’ NECHEMYAH SAYS: STt 1pxy X% »12 — She
invited Haman S0 THAT THE JEWS WOULD NOT SAY: 37 W Miny
19131 N33 — “WE HAVE A SISTER IN THE ROYAL PALACE [who will
entreat the king on our behalf],”  owamun 1p jBY3 19 — AND
NEGLECT praying for Divine MERCY.  “i¥y KW 13 iR o127

CHAPTER ONE

MEGILLAH

ny 532 A — R YOSE 8AYS: She invited Haman 50 THAT HE wouy
BE AVAILABLE TO HER TBE WHOLE TTME and perhaps the opportu.
nity would arise for her to cause him to make some blunder in the
king’s presence. ngiX XIGER 13 JWRY Y37 — B’ SHIMON BEN
MENASYA SAYS:  mipgit 371791 — Esther reckoned: PEREARS
THE OMNIPRESENT WILL BE AROUSED, D) 2% Riym — AND Wi,
PERFORM A MIRACLE FOR US#  TniR MR 12 ¥0im - g
YEHOSHUABENFORCHAHSAYS: XWT1XW12700% ¥13 ume {5 rany
— Esther planned: I WILL SMILE AT [HAMAN] SO THAT the king will
suspect us of being intimately involved and HAVE us BoTgm
EXECUTEDM?  anix 53771 137 — RABBAN GAMLIEL SAYS: by
7 198907 — Esther knew that [ACHASEVEIROSH] WAS A FICKLE.
MINDED KING who might go back on his word. She therefore sought
that Haman be present, so that i she is successful in convineing
Achashverosh to execute Haman, he would be able to do so right
away before changing his mind again. 1y Sn2 139 nk
»r7in’ 1 oY — RABBAN GAMLIEL SATD: Even after taking af]
these reasons into account WE STILL NEED the reason given by R’
Eliezer THE MODEAN.®  xun7 — For if was faught in a
Baraisa: % w75 98 v — R ELIEZER THE MODEAN
SAID:  DMMPD WX 1793 INEIR — By inviting Haman, SHEMADE
THE EING JEALOUS OF HIM, AND SHE MADE THE other NOBLES
JEALOUS OF HIM.1*

The Gemara records two more teasons why Esther invited
Haman to her banguet:
< n37 — Rabbah said: Her reasoning was based on the
following verse:  'ixy n3w™w8%, — Pride comes before
destruction.®  ymAR KT K37) M2 — Abaye and Rava
both say: Her reasoning was based on this verse: nwix ogna,,
»opRyn-ny — When they are hot Twill prepare their feasts.
ete, 18

NOTES
31. ‘This is actually a combination of two different verses: Chapter 5,

verse 3 reads: rasyiT 'Y TTY A0WR2 Y N2YRI DRI Vo 17 A Rk
7 ynan — And the king said o her, “What do you want, Queen Esther,
and what is your petition? Even if it be half the kingdom, it shall be
granted you.” Verse § reads: 3pWp2 A . .. 0 NEWRD DDKY 1700 ToKY
toym mabpa w1y — And the king said fo Esther ot the party of wine,
.. and what is your petition? Even if it be half the kingdom it shall be
fulfilled.”

32. A play on words: In specifying the word 'y, kalf, the verse excludes
the similar word yyin, divides. .

33. Stnce Achashverosh ruled the entire world, the Temple, which stood
in the middle of the world {see Yoma 54b), was situated in the middle of
his kingdom (Rashi with Maharsha).

Alternatively, Moharshe explains the Gemara as follows: 123 &%
niaynY yyiny, neither the thing whick will cause division in the
kingdom. Achashverosh refused to permit the rebuilding of the Temple,
lest it canse the Jews to rise up and rebel against his rule (see Muharal,
Or Chadash).

34, Esther 5:4.

35, Literally: What did Esther see that she invited Haman?
Ostensibly the purpose of the banquet was to afford Esther an
opportunity to plead with the king to abrogate Haman’s evil decree.
‘What purpose was served by Haman’s presence at the banguet?
36 Psalms 69:23. The message of this verse is ag follows: At the time
when a person feels comfortable and believes that e is well with him,
he is particularly susceptible to a downfall (see Mahaeral, Or Chadash).
37. She heard it from the little children {(Rashi). [Esther could not have
heard it from her parents, for her father had died before she was born
and her mother when she was born (above 13a). Rather, she overheard
the verse from the young children who recite the verses that they study
in school.]
38. Proverbs 25:22. The following verse continues: nnn npg o703 B
"R RSy ~ For you are heaping cogls-on his head, and
HaSHEM shell reward you. _
89, Haman was enjoying good fortune at that time (Rashi) and Esther

LTI T

was concerned that if Haman were to rebel against the king he would be

- successful.

40. Esther was afraid that if Haman would find out that she is a Jew, he
might set en earlier date for the annihilation of the Jews to prevent her
from persuading the king to change his mind in the interim (Chiddushet
Geonim). : ‘

41, The fact that even I make overtures to the enemy of Israel will
highlight the utter desperateness of the situation and perhaps move God
to perform a miracle on our behalf {Rashi’s first explanstion with
Maharsha). ,

Perhaps God will be incensed when He sees how I have to demesn
myself by flattering this evil man.

42. Literally: so that he will be killed, he and her.

The Gemara (Taanis 29a) teaches that even after a decree is
promulgated, if one of its protagonists die, the decree dies with him
(alternative text in Rashi). Thus, Haman's death would bring about the
pillification of the decree calling for the annihilation of the Jews.

43, The previous reasons merely explain why Esther invited Haman, as
opposed to giving Achashverash a private audience.

R’ Eliezer the Modean explains not only why Haman was invited, but
also why he was invited alone, and not together with any of his
colleagues as was the vsual practice (Maharsha). s
44, By inviting Haman to a royel banguet at which the only other guest.
is the kirig hifiself, Esther makes him-equal to the king. She thereby
aroused jealonsy in the king and also in the other nobles (Mahorsha).
45. Proverbs 16:18. Esther invited Haman to make him proud; and this,
she hoped, would lead to his destruction. o
46, Jeremiah 51:39. The entire verse reads: njmwn-hyg pows oRp0
7 ) T K91 DAV R W MW ey Ry — When theyare hot I
will prepare their feasts and I will meke them drunk so that they will l::e 7
merry and sleep a perpetual sleep and not awake, says HasuEM. This.
verse refers to Belshazzar and his cohort as. they returned victorious
from the battlefield. Feeling hot and tired, they drank wine to the point
of intoxication. Belshazzar was slain that very night (see Daniel 5:1,30).
Esther saw that the feasts of the wicked lead to their retribution. Ske
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