
Birkat haChamah, the blessing on the sun, is recited once every 28 years, 

when the sun returns to the same position it held during Creation. Birkat ha-

Chamah is said after davening, preferably as close as to sunrise as possible. 

It may be said until the third halachic hour of the day (check your local 

luach) and, in a compelling circumstance, until midday. On a cloudy day, 

if the shape of the sun is still visible, the blessing may be said. If the clouds 

completely obscure the sun, the blessing . . .  oseh ma’aseh v’reishit should 

be recited without saying shem u’malchut (i.e., without saying God’s Name).
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